True Tyranny
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The term “tyranny of youth” is one that can have multiple intriguing definitions, all of them with a powerful message to consider. In her essay, “Stay Young,” Marya Mannes defines the term as the societally imposed tyranny of standards that favor youth above all else. The resulting follow-up question in the ninth edition of Reading for Writers suggests writing an essay on how a successful feminist revolution would benefit the situation with this tyranny. Unfortunately, not only does the essay fail to define the term “tyranny of youth” broadly enough, but the follow-up question guides potential responses down a narrow and twisted path of biased political agendas that could never hope to solve the problem.


Firstly, an alteration must be made to the provided definition for “tyranny of youth” to allow the issue to be seen more clearly. The tyranny is not from the concept of youth, but it is the tyranny from the youth of our nation today. To actually believe that the obsession with one idea is in itself a tyranny not driven by actual people themselves is completely and utterly ridiculous. In case clarification is needed, yes, it is being said in this paper that today’s youth are no better than a group of arrogant self-centered tyrants, imposing, through their high market value, a tyranny that stretches across the globe. Yes, it is being said that the feminist movement has degenerated into nothing more than a campaign of image politics, so as its success in its current form would only serve to strengthen this above described tyranny.


Proof of our post-pubescent tyrants at work can be seen everywhere, from the local street corner, to the Mecca of youthful gathering and spending (the mall), to our colleges, and even to the factories of some nameless free trade zone in Southeast Asia. The latter is proof in existence that the feminist movement has forgotten itself, and despite its successes, would not serve to make matters any better in this regard, with continual success. More will be said on that later, though. First, the local issues must be addressed.

